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Equal Rights Washington (ERW),
is a new statewide political advocacy
organization for the LGBT community
of Washington State with the primary
mission of ending discrimination of gay,
lesbian, bisexual and transgender persons

in every corner of the state.

SAY WHAT?!

SEAMEC has prepared explanations
for some of the ratings you will find
here. For more information,
please go to our website at

Www.seamec.org

We would also be glad to answer
your questions about our ratings
and our process. Write us at:

seamec@seamec.org

FEEL FREE TO COPY &
DISTRIBUTE THESE RATINGS!

Our ratings are also available on the Web:
www.seamec.org
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BALLOT MEASURES

Referendum 55
v VOTE: NO

SEAMEC HEARTILY THANKS:

0 OUR WONDERFUL VOLUNTEERS AND DONORS O
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GEORGE BAKAN [ SEATTLE GAY NEWS O BILL DUBAY
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JUDY AKS O COE MORGAN O JANICE VAN CLEVE O PATD
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STERLING SMITH O JEM WEAR [0 ROGER AXLINE
PATRICK McNEIL 0 LANCE BONAMY O JACKIE GROVE
KENT JOHNSON [0 R. WEILAND 0 GSBA O KINKO'S
LGBT COMMUNITY CENTER O BILL'S OFF BROADWAY
0 THE SEAMEC STEERING COMMITTEE O
and all who contributed

their time, money and expertise!

SEAMEC is an independent non-partisan candidate
rating organization that interviews, evaluates, and
rates candidates running for political office in Seattle,
King and Snohomish Counties and the State of
Washington.
SEAMEC rates candidates on their attitudes, knowl-
edge, stance, record of proven activism, and past,
present and potential commitment to issues specifi-
cally concerning the gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgendered communities. Candidate interviews
are conducted by panels of volunteers.
SEAMEC has been serving the community since
1977. Membership and donations are welcomed
and encouraged.
Co-Chairs: Herb Krohn & Anita Legsdin
Treasurer: Doug Peckham
©2004 SEAMEC

EXPLANATION OF RATINGS

SEAMEC endor sements (marked in BOLD
CAPITAL lettersand by a ¥) aregiven by a
2/3 majority of the SEAMEC Steering
Committee, in recognition of a clear choice of
importance to the GLBT community, or in
recognition of adistinguished history of
activism on behalf of the GLBT community.

The numerical SEAMEC (Overall) Rating, in
the left-hand column, uses the following scale:
5 - DEMONSTRATES LEADERSHIP

4 - EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS

3 - MEETS EXPECTATIONS

2 - NEEDS IMPROVEMENT

1 - RESISTANT

0 - HOSTILE

Ratings are derived from al the information
SEAMEC has at its disposal, including but not
limited to: information from the face-to-face
interview; interview panelists’ recommenda-
tions; the candidate’s voting and sponsorship
record; the candidate’s written questionnaire
(addresses hig/her history of activism); media
clippings; other organizations' ratings; and
information gathered from those in the know.
Note: The SEAMEC Rating does not necessar-
ily correlate to an average of the interview
(letter) grades, e.g. all A’sdo not necessarily
yield an SEAMEC Rating of 5.

Two other ratings are possible:

X - NO RATING GIVEN: This means that
SEAMEC has considered but declines to
rate this candidate.

? - SEAMEC has INSUFFICIENT
INFORMATION for arating.

INTERVIEW GRADES

Jimmy Baldwin i
William Tipton
A. Bryant

Ratings are listed in order from highest to lowest; identical
ratings are listed in order of interview grades (if no
interview, “U” beats “di"); further ties are listed
alphabetically by candidate’s last name.

Judicial candidates are restricted in what they can
discuss by “judicial canons,” so SEAMEC
administers a different questionnaire to judicial
candidates in the face-to-face interview. In
addition, the subject matter may differ dightly, but
the same categories (at right) are used. Further-
more, the scale used for the numerical SEAMEC
Overall Rating for judicial candidates is different:
5 - HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

4 - RECOMMENDED

3 - ADEQUATE

2 - INADEQUATE

1 - RESISTANT

0 - HOSTILE

PARTY AFFILIATIONS

Party affiliation is not listed for non-partisan positions.

i Incumbent
(D) Democrat L) Libertarian
(G) Green (R) Republican

Letter Grades: To theright of the candidate’s
name are the letter grades, which are the
average of the grades given by the face-to-face
interview panelists. (Panels consist of 3-10
volunteers, and these vary from interview to
interview.) Thescaleusedis:

A B C D F
Excellent Good Fair Poor Failed
The letter grades are given in the following five
categories:

v Civil Rightsand Governance: includes questions
on: employment non-discrimination; civil
disobedience; and the role of the courts and the
legislature in civil rights issues

v Youth & Elder Issues: includes questions on:
GLBT youth in charter schools; openly GLBT
school employees; sex education; and Medicaid
eligibility

v Marriage & Family Issues: includes questions
on: civil and religious marriage; civil unions;
DOMA; constitutional amendments; the rights of
married people; domestic partner health benefits;
and transgender people

v Health Issues: includes questions on: abortion;
HIV transmission and funding; gender reassign-
ment; and smoking

v Awareness: includes questions on: the candidate's
experience with GLBT people and homophobic
attitudes; therole of religion in the legislative
process; and people of color.

Other L etters: If acandidate does not have a

face-to-face interview with SEAMEC, the

following ratings are used:

U - UNABLE TO SCHEDULE interview.

di - DECLINED INTERVIEW. Either de-
clinedto beinterviewed outright or did not
respond to written and verbal invitations.

If you appreciate this information, and want to better inform our community, consider making a generous donation to: SEAMEC, 1122 E. Pike #901, Seattle 98122. |




